
As we publish the final edition of the Yardleian for this calendar year, we would like to wish
our entire community a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. It has been a wonderful
term, and we are extremely proud of our students for consistently demonstrating effort,
care, and commitment in all that they do. They truly embody the Yardleys values each day,
and I have been particularly impressed with the way they approached themselves during
the end-of-term assessment week.

This edition celebrates not only our students’ academic achievements but also the wide
range of learning opportunities they have enjoyed beyond the classroom since our last
issue. I would like to thank all parents and carers for their continued support in helping our
students at Yardleys to thrive. We look forward to welcoming everyone back in the new
year.

Once again, we wish you all a very happy and restful
Christmas break.

MR. G BASRA
HEADTEACHER
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR HEADTEACHER

SUCCESS AND SEASON’S GREETINGS
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ANTHONY COLLINS SOLICITORS INSPIRE
YEAR 9 STUDENTS
We were delighted to welcome nearly 30 staff from Anthony Collins Solicitors for a morning of
engaging activities with our Year 9 students. The session was designed to broaden horizons and
give students a real insight into the world of law and professional careers. From interactive
tasks to thought-provoking discussions, our students rose to the challenge—asking intelligent
questions, sharing ideas confidently, and demonstrating the enthusiasm and curiosity that
makes Yardleys so special. 

The visitors were hugely impressed by the maturity and engagement shown throughout the
morning, and it was fantastic to see our students embracing opportunities to learn beyond the
classroom. A huge thank you to Anthony Collins for their time, expertise, and energy in making
this event such a success. This is what an inclusive school looks like: every child being
aspirational and inspirational, developing the skills and confidence to thrive in the future.
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CHILDREN IN NEED
FUNDRAISING SUCCESS!

BBC BITESIZE CAREERS TEAM INSPIRES
YARDLEYS STUDENTS

A huge thank you to everyone who took part in the
Children in Need fundraising efforts! We enjoyed a
week of fun sports activities, including a lively
staff vs. students netball match (which staff won,
of course!). Thanks to your generosity and
enthusiasm, we raised an incredible £565.71 for
this amazing cause. Well done, everyone.

We were delighted to welcome the BBC
Bitesize Careers team, who met with Year 7–10
students to share insights into careers both in
front of and behind the camera.

As always, Yardleys students were brilliant—
engaged, enthusiastic, and eager to learn
about the exciting opportunities in media and
broadcasting.
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YEAR 9 EXCEL IN NATIONAL
CYBER LEAGUE COMPETITION
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CAPTURING BIRMINGHAM THROUGH THE LENS

We’re proud to celebrate the incredible achievements of our
Year 9 students in the National Cyber League competition,
organised by GCHQ. Competing for the first time, our teams
showcased exceptional problem-solving and code-cracking
skills, earning impressive regional rankings out of 363 teams:
34th place for Tasmia, Ikram, and Zaynab; 45th for Ishaaq,
Hasnain, Hamza, and Ismaeel; 56th for Lubna, Hajira, Dua,
and Mehreen; and 191st for Zak, Ahyaan, Musa, and Mustafa.
Huge congratulations to all participants—you’ve set an
incredible standard for future competitions.

Our Year 10 Photography students headed into Birmingham city centre for a day of creativity,
capturing stunning architecture and the festive atmosphere of the German Market as part of
their coursework project. After walking over 20,000 steps and taking hundreds of photos, a
well-earned rest on the train was the perfect way to end an inspiring day.
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YARDLEIAN
THE

5

JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN COLLEGE VISIT
A group of outstanding Year 10 students attended an A-Level science taster day at Joseph
Chamberlain College, impressing teachers with their exceptional knowledge and practical
skills—one teacher even remarked they were ahead of some Year 13 students!

They took part in three challenging sessions: Biology, where they used advanced microscopes
to prepare plant slides and create scientific drawings; Physics, where they built complex
circuits with LEDs and resistors to explore wavelength and voltage relationships; and
Chemistry, where they performed precise titrations to determine iron sulphate levels in iron
tablets. Their enthusiasm and skill made the day a resounding success.
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CATERING GCSE MOCKS

INSPIRING STORIES WITH HASAN ALAM
Our amazing EAL students recently
enjoyed an incredible workshop with
Hasan Alam, a fitness and online coach.
Hasan shared his inspiring journey from
Iraq to England and spoke about his
achievements over the past few years. 

The students were captivated by his
story, asking endless questions and
leaving the session truly motivated. A
huge thank you to @getfitwithhas for
making this experience so memorable.
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STAFF TRIUMPH IN 5-A-SIDE SHOWDOWN

ARCHERY IN ACTION

SPORTS
After a full day of lessons, Year 11 faced
one last challenge: a high-energy staff vs.
students five-a-side football match. Hopes
were high for the students before kickoff,
but the staff delivered a commanding
performance, sealing a 16–3 victory.

Goals came courtesy of Vickery, Mjanja,
Stavrou, and Smith, leaving the students
to head home humbled but smiling after a
spirited contest.

We were thrilled to host Jamila from Crescent
Archers, who helped provide an exhilarating
archery experience for our students.

With her assistance, everyone had the
opportunity to acquire new skills and have fun
with the sport. We are grateful for her expertise
and enthusiasm, which made the event
unforgettable.

Remember, we offer regular extracurricular
archery sessions each week, welcoming anyone
interested in giving it a shot.
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NEW OFSTED REPORT CARDS
AND GRADES: A GUIDE FOR PARENTS
As a school, we want to guide you in understanding the improvements Ofsted has made to
its education inspection reports. These changes are designed with parents and caregivers
in mind, ensuring a clearer view of what is excelling and where improvement is needed—
whether at a childminder, nursery, school, college, or apprenticeship provider.

Instead of providing a single overall judgement such as ‘good,’ ‘outstanding,’ or ‘requires
improvement,’ the new report cards feature color-coded grades across various categories. 

To learn more about these changes and how they affect our school, please visit the Ofsted
section of our website or click the video below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbl0FvY976g
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LUNCHLUNCH

DESSERTS & DESSERTS & 

Mid-morningMid-morning
HASH BROWN 
SHISH KEBAB
PANCAKE 
TOPPED BAGEL 
SAUSAGE ROLL 
TOAST
VG SAUSAGE ROLL 
PAN AU CHOC 
WAFFLE
NACHOS
VEG SAMOSA 
CHEESE & ONION PASTY
CHEESE ON TOAST 
CHEESE MELT
PIZZA BAGEL 
GARLIC BREAD 
CINNAMON BUN 
POTATO WEDGES
HALAL CHICKEN HOT DOG

MEAL DEAL 
MAIN MEAL 
JACKET POTATO (1 FIL) 
JACKET POTATO (2 FIL)
BAGUETTE (STAND)
BAGUETTE (PREM)
WRAP 
BURGER 
STREET FOOD 
PASTA POT 
TOPPED PASTA
PIZZA SLICE

£0.55
 £1.35
£0.60
£1.25
£1.40
£0.40
£1.40
£1.30
£1.40
£1.20
£1.30
£1.50
£0.90
£1.00
 £1.25
£0.50
£1.20
£1.20
£1.40

£2.40
£2.10
£1.70
£2.00
 £2.15
£2.30
£2.10
£2.25
£2.25
£1.60
£2.00
£1.45

£1.00
£1.00
 £1.15
£1.00
 £1.10
£0.90
 £1.20
 £1.10
£1.00
£1.00

 £0.90

DRINKSDRINKS

CATERING UPDATES
Our school meal service continues to be provided by abm Catering Limited. Their aim is to serve
exciting, fresh food, using seasonal ingredients to create nutritious dishes. All meat served on
site continues to be halal HMC certified.

From January 2026, there will be a small inflationary increase in the tariff. There are a range of
meal deals on offer each day at £2.40, representing value for money. Please see below details of
the tariff and our current menu including freshly prepared Hot Meals, Street Food, Grab ‘n’ Go
and a range of Deli Baguettes and Sandwiches.

COOKIE 
JELLY POT  
CHEESECAKE 
HOME BAKES 
DESSERT POT 
FRUIT BAG
RADNOR SPLASH 500ML
STILL WATER 
RADNOR FIZZ AND SPLASH
MILKSHAKE 
FRUIT JUICE 

https://www.yardleys-vle.com/course/view.php?id=2717
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Thursday 22nd January 2026 - Year 11 Parents Evening. School closes to students at 2:15pm

Thursday 5th February 2026 - Year 10 Parents Evening. School closes to students at 2:15pm

Friday 6th February 2026 - Training Day – School closed to students

Monday 16th – Friday 20th February 2026 - Half Term Holidays

Monday 23rd February 2026 - School open to all students
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FULL ACADEMIC YEAR INFORMATION & TERM DATES

KEY DATES/EVENTS
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IMPORTANT LINKS AND LETTERS
HOME LEARNING SUPPORT &

INDEPENDANT LEARNING

CHRISTMAS BREAK:
FROM FRIDAY 19  DECEMBER TO

FRIDAY 2  JANUARY

TH

ND

SCHOOL RE-OPENS TO ALL STUDENTS ON TUESDAY 6  JANUARYTH

STAFF TRAINING DAY: MONDAY 5  JANUARY (SCHOOL CLOSED TO ALL STUDENTS)TH

https://www.yardleys-vle.com/course/view.php?id=2722
https://www.yardleys-vle.com/course/view.php?id=2718
https://www.yardleys-vle.com/course/view.php?id=3389
https://www.yardleys-vle.com/course/view.php?id=3389

