


YEAR 10 – CORE 
SUBJECT EVENING

Mr V Webb – Assistant Head Teacher
Miss B Austin – Faculty Leader of Communications
Mrs Soliman – Faculty Leader of Maths
Mrs R Hiley – Faculty Leader of Science 
Mr P Buckley – Head of Year 10



OUR SCHOOL AIMS

•To achieve academic excellence
•To educate the ‘whole child’ so they are ready for life
•To work collaboratively and ethically to provide education of the highest standard



The next two years help
build the foundations for
the future.



Support - what we will 
continue to provide?

• High quality teaching in all lessons
• Homework that deepens learning
• Up-to-date knowledge of the exams and specifications
• Pastoral support 
• Post-16 career guidance 



• Make sure your child is eating and sleeping properly 
• Provide a space for them to work, without distractions
• Ensure they come to school every day and on time
• Talk to your child about the work that has been 

covered in the day
• Ensure they are doing their homework
• Help them get into the habit of revision
• Recognise the hard work they put in and praise the 

effort and not just the result

Support - what you can do? 



Support - What can they do?

• Sleep properly – 8 hours
• Eat and drink properly
• Come to school every day
• Be in school on time every day
• Be engaged in the lessons and with their learning 
• Be organised 
• Become more independent 
• Do their homework
• Revise



Science
Mrs R Hiley

Biology
4+ = 55%
7+ = 10%

Chemistry
4+ = 54%
7+ = 9%

Physics
4+ = 59%
7+ = 11%



Key Information
• Exam Board is Edexcel 
• Triple Sciences (3 GCSEs): in Biology, Chemistry 

and Physics
• Tiered exams (H/F): 2 x 1 hour 45 minutes
• 2 hours per week per subject (6 hours in total)
• Subject specialist teaching
• Course started in Year 9

Science at Yardleys





Core Practical Work



3 key ways you can 
support your child at home

1. Encourage them to use their revision guides 
to make revision materials. These will be 
issued shortly.

2. Encourage them to engage with homework –
which is designed to promote retrieval of 
information each week (currently a quiz).

3. Ask them what they learnt about today in 
their lesson – can they explain it to you?





2 external websites you 
may find useful

Specification
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/GCSE_Biology_Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/GCSE_Chemistry_Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/GCSE_Physics_Spec.pdf

Past Papers and mark schemes
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials





English
Miss B Austin

English Language
4+ = 71%
7+ = 14%

English Literature 
4+ = 83%
7+ = 21%



English GCSE: An Overview
At the end of Year 11, students will sit exams in English Language and 

English Literature. They will leave Yardleys with two English GCSEs.

English Literature

• Paper 1: ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and 
‘Animal Farm’

• Paper 2: ‘Frankenstein’, Conflict 
Poetry and Unseen Poetry

English Language

• Paper 1: (19th century fiction analysis 
and creative writing

• Paper 2: non-fiction analysis and 
transactional writing



What Can Students Do To Prepare?
We have already started the English Literature GCSE course and this will be the 

primary focus for Y10 with students spending more time of Language in Y11.

Each of the set texts, 
along with a revision 
workbook, has been 
provided to students 

free of charge.

Students should be completing 
homework weekly. This will take 
the form of quizzes and written 

responses.

Parental Engagement 
letters make 

suggestions for 
additional stretch and 

support activities 
students can complete 

to further their 
understanding at 

home.



What Can Parents Do To Support?
Our promise as an English department at Yardleys is to delivery quality first teaching to all pupils. Our results 
to date have proven that pupils leaving Yardleys, on average make a grade or more progress than they would 
do at other schools locally and nationally. So the biggest thing you can do to support your child’s learning is 

ensure they attend school as much as possible.

Students must catch up on any 
work missed. Encourage children 

to talk to their teachers about 
this.

Talk to children about their 
learning. Consult the parental 

engagement letters for discussion 
topics.

There is no content that ca be pre-learnt 
for the Language GCSE, Students need to 
know a little about a lot and engage with 
quality non-fiction and fiction resources.



Maths
Mrs S Soliman

4+ = 68%
7+ = 18%



Changes to GCSE exam

Reasons for these changes:

• To bring the UK GCSE in line with standards internationally. 
• To ensure that pupils are better prepared for post-16 study, be that A Levels 

(which are reforming) or Universities, which are now having a larger say on the 
content of KS4/KS5 exams.



Curriculum Change - more demanding 
material since 2017



Curriculum Content



More Rigorous Testing
Exam Board – AQA
Higher Tier (Grades 3 - 9)
Foundation Tier (Grades 1 - 5)

3 papers/4.5 hrs
Paper 1 – Non-Calculator
80 marks
90 mins
Paper 2 – Calculator
80 marks
90 mins
Paper 3 – Calculator
80 marks
90 mins



The Maths Department

• Well established department with a very 
knowledgeable, committed and passionate team.

• Pupils are at the heart of everything we do.
• Board: AQA.
• Both Foundation and Higher papers available.
• Grades for the department one of the best in the 

collegiate.
• Progress 8: 2022 0.45  &  2023 0.3.

Name (Summer 2022)
Year 11 
entries

P8 
maths

Queensbridge School 171 0.46
Yardleys School 179 0.45
Hall Green School 175 0.43
King Edwards VI Aston 140 0.4
Ark Victoria 137 0.3
Starbank 175 0.23

Bordesley Green Girl's 
School

120 0.22

Swanhurst School 298 0.22
Ark Boulton 180 0.18
Moseley school 242 0.17

King Edward VI Camp 
Hill for girls

147 0.14

Holy Trinity Catholic 
School

127 0.07

Ninestiles 294 0.05
Waverley School 190 -0.1
Saltley Academy 231 -0.36

Archbishop ilsley 
Catholic School

212 -0.59



How we support your 
child and achieve results

• Ensure adequate time to finish the syllabus, revise and practice exam 
questions.

• High quality lesson plans and teaching supported by continuous teacher  
development.

• Focus on developing good foundations and building upon these each year.  
• Use high-quality resources to support lessons. 
• Every child is different- we get to know your child and how best to achieve 

their potential- and we thrive to achieve this. 
• Create a positive environment and demand excellence from pupils.
• Use innovative teaching methods.
• Exam preparation- Regular assessments throughout the year and mock/ 

practise exams.
• Provide Additional Support 

– Targeted Maths intervention classes after school for higher and 
foundation. This gives pupils the opportunity to access further support 
from their teachers, develop exam techniques and further their 
understanding of the subject. 



How you can support 
your child



Support your child 
doing homework

• Homework supports the learning your child has been doing 
in school and is an important part of securing their 
learning.

• Put time aside to support them and ensure they have a 
calm atmosphere to work.

• Be encouraging, be positive and praise effort rather than 
results. This shows them that by working hard they can 
always improve. 

• Never associate maths with speed; it is not important to 
work quickly. Forcing children to work quickly on maths can 
result in maths anxiety.

• Never say you were bad at maths at school or you disliked 
it – if that’s how you feel, they might start to think that way 
themselves.

• Listen to how they have been shown at school. Never show 
them a method you learnt at school – it may confuse them.

• Don’t do their homework for them.
• Encourage them to Speak to their teacher if they really 

don’t understand what they are doing.



Helpful resources / websites

• https://justmaths.co.uk/
• https://corbettmaths.com/
• www.mrbarton.co.uk
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8sg6fr 
• https://www.mymaths.co.uk/
• https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
• https://mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/ 
• https://mathsbot.com/ 
• https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/ 
• https://www.onmaths.com/
• https://mathswhiteboard.com/  
• https://www.khanacademy.org/ 
• https://www.mathedup.co.uk/ 
• https://hegartymaths.com/ 
• https://members.gcsepod.com/



Key Messages

• Maths is not a subject 
confined to the classroom: it 
is a life skill.

• Everyone, with hard work, can 
achieve success in maths.

• Together with your help and 
support we can give your child 
a good foundation for life, 
achieve excellence and exam 
success.

“ Constant effort and frequent mistakes are the steppingstone to genius.”

Elbert Hubbard



Key Messages

Head of Year 
Mr P Buckley



What success looks like…

Being Ready 
• Attendance
• Punctuality
• Equipment
• Uniform
• Attitude of ‘being ready to learn’

Being Respectful
• Including self-respect and aspiration / 

wanting to achieve

Being Responsible
• Completing classwork as well as 

possible – listening and acting upon 
teachers instructions and advice

• Reflecting upon learning and 
feedback from teachers

• Preparing for examinations and 
assessments

• Completing homework as well as 
possible



100% 0  school days missed 0 lessons missed per year Outstanding

97% 5 school days missed 30 lessons missed per year Good

95% 10 school days missed
50 lessons missed per year including 
8 lessons of English and 8 lessons of 

Maths.
Almost there

90% 20 school days missed
100 lessons missed per year 

including 16 lessons of English and 
16 lessons of Maths.

Improvement needed

85% 29 school days missed
145 lessons missed per year 

including 24 lessons of English and 
24 lessons of Maths.

Very concerned.

80% 40 school days missed
200 lessons missed per year 

including 32 lessons of English and 
32 lessons of Maths.

Extremely concerned.

Yardleys School minimum 
attendance target

Attendance for Success

Punctuality
• At school at 8.40 at the latest – GCSE lessons begin at 8.45 promptly.
• Between lessons – it is a significant issue in terms of learning lost if students are late (3 

minutes late to each lesson means over 40 hours of learning missed in an academic year.



Highest progress at GCSE last year (students who exceeded their target grades 
by the largest amount)

Rank Progress score Attendance in Year 11
1 +4.02 100%
2 +3.14 95%
3 +2.78 98%
4 +2.75 98%
5 +2.73 100%
6 +2.65 100%
7 +2.57 95%
8 +2.46 100%
9 +2.33 100%
10 +2.08 97%

These students also had excellent attendance throughout their time at Yardleys



Work experience dates: 
Monday 4th - Friday 8th March 2023

Each student has been given a copy of the ‘Own Placement’ form this week, and some 
reminders of the process, the deadline to find their own placement is Friday 8th

December.

Completed forms must be confirmed with a member of staff at the company and 
include their name under ‘Contact Name’ on the form. The placement forms are then 
dropped into the ‘work experience’ box found in Main Reception by Friday 8th

December.

All places have to be checked for Health & Safety so no placement you find is 
guaranteed.

You WILL be allowed to work with direct family members but not people who work on 
their own.

For anyone who is unable to find their own placement we will provide them with a 
placement.

Work Experience



My job is being the point of contact within school for 
students and parents.  If you need any advice or 
support, or if your child has any barriers to school or 
education, please talk to me – I will always do what I 
can to help.

Direct line: 0121 4645641
Email: philip.buckley@yardleys.bham.sch.uk

Support is here 


