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How can you, as a parent, support your child in the run up to their GCSE’s? 
 

 
“A little progress each day adds up to big results” 

 
 
Revision means to ‘go over again and again’. 
 
We can often falsely assume we really know something. If we haven’t actually engaged with something, and being made 
to think hard about this, it’s likely we aren’t’ able to recall this. 
 
One of the biggest mistakes students make it leaving their revision until it’s too late. 
 

 
 

GCSE Countdown 

W/B 25th March Easter Holidays 

W/B 1st April Easter Holidays 

W/B 8th April  4 days in school 

W/B 15th April 5 days in school 

W/B 22nd April 5 days in school 

W/B 29th April Exams Start 
Thursday 2nd May – BTEC IT Exam  

W/B 6th May  

W/B 13th May  

W/B 20TH May   

 
Half Term 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

When should my child start their 
revision? 

Now. Your child will set X exams, testing them on content from over three years. 

How often should my child be 
revising? 

6 days a week. Yes it’s hard work, but revision is about building a regular routine 
which is key for academic success 

How long should my child be 
revising for in one go? 

Realistically no longer than four 30-minute blocks an evening. Obviously, this would 
look different at a weekend where there is more time. The important think is 
breaking down revision into short 30-minute sessions. 

How can I help support my child 
with their revision? 

Make sure revision, where possible, is  carried out in a quiet space with no 
distractions (no mobile phone, tv or listening to music 
 
Ask your child questions regards to their revision: 

• What have you covered this evening?  

• Teach me something you’ve recapped tonight.  

• Test from using their flashcards or mind map. 

• Make sure they are sticking to their revision timetable, provide 
encouragement, recognition and rewards! 

Are there any types of revision you 
wouldn’t recommend? 

Simply reading a revision guide and then doing nothing with this information is 
proven to not be effective. Revision needs to make us think. See further 
information on the next page as how best to revise 

What do I do if my child won’t 
revise? 

Remind them of the importance of their exams and what their career aspirations 
are.  
Our school library is also open every day after school 

How can I make sure my child isn’t 
getting stressed? 

Always talk to them, ask them how they are, and stay positive. 
 

 
 
 
 
The most powerful thing you can do as a parent is sit down with your child and create a weekly revision timetable and 
make sure your child sticks to it. 
 
 

Example Revision Timetable 

Day Subjects 

Monday Chemistry & History 

Tuesday Maths & Physics 

Wednesday English & Geography 

Thursday iMedia & Biology 

Friday None  

Saturday Maths & History 

Sunday Geography, Biology & Chemistry 
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1. Effective Revision Methods 

Effective Revision is a cycle. This cycle needs to be repeated continuously for core knowledge to ensure it gets stuck in 
our long-term memory.  

1) Prepare 

2) Retrieve 

3) Apply 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What could this look like? 
 
Example Mind Map 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Part 1) Prepare  
First, we need to break down the important information to our own words. 
Making revision material is an important part of revising. When you make your own resource, you are taking large 
amounts of content from a revision guide or textbook and reducing it down 
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Flashcards  
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What could this look like? 
 
Look, Cover, Write, Check 
Step 1) Read through the content in your knowledge organiser. 
Step 2) Cover up the information and see how much you can write from memory. 
Step 3) Go back and check. Did you miss anything? If so, add in your corrections in a different colour pen. 
Step 4) Repeat again until you can write everything out from memory, with no corrections needed. 
 

 
 
 
 
Fill It Grids 
Writing out as much information as you can from memory about different topics. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Part 2) Retrieve  
This step is about checking your knowledge. Here you need to work out what is sticking in your brain and what you are 
struggling to remember so that you can go back over it.  
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Part 3) Apply  
Attempt your questions FROM MEMORY, do not copy from your notes – it is important for you to find out what you 
can remember! 
 
What could this look like? 

• Re-do questions from their exercise books or homework 

• Example questions in revision guides and workbooks 

• Practice exam papers 
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Useful Online Resources 
 
The internet has an immense amount of revision resources.  The list below suggests some websites that your child can 
use.  Simply scrolling up and down is not enough to revise, students should have a pen and paper when visiting these 
sites and using the following methods to aid with their revision: 
 

• Creating mind maps 

• Draw a flowchart to show a process 

• Create a glossary of terms 

• Create a timeline of events 

• Create a set of flashcards to test knowledge later 

• Draw a Venn diagram to show similarities and differences 

• Create Mnemonics 

• Draw diagrams 
 

Revision resource Summary 

 

 
https://gcsepod.com/ 

GCSE pod brings together elements of content, 
assessment and data for all GCSE subjects. It is 
proven to help students achieve at least one 
grade higher on average than non-users.  GCSE 
Pod contains over 6000 3–5 minute videos 
(pods) packed with course content.  As well as 
the pods there is a host of Student Learning 
Activities designed to help students commit that 
content to their long-term memory and a range 
of quizzes to test knowledge. 
 

 
https://www.linguascope.com/ 

Linguascope is an award-winning website 
offering interactive resources covering 15 
languages.  There are thousands of purposeful, 
engaging activities that inspire and motivate 
learners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Corbettmaths is a mostly free online resource 
for students. It's a learning tool that can be used 
alongside lessons at school, or even in your own 
time. Corbettmaths provides students with 
practice papers, revision cards, Mathematical 
puzzles and worksheets to help learn the topics 
in the class. 

https://gcsepod.com/
https://www.linguascope.com/
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https://corbettmaths.com/ 

 
 

 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3 

Use BBC Bitesize to help with homework, 
revision and learning from KS1 to GCSE. Find 
free videos, step-by-step guides, activities and 
quizzes for all subjects. 
 

 
 

https://www.yardleys-
vle.com/course/view.php?id=1095 

 

There is a section on the school VLE dedicated to 
knowledge organisers for all subjects. 
Knowledge organisers are a great tool to help 
reduce cognitive load and support the retrieval 
of substantive knowledge. These resources will 
help students to gain a deeper understanding of 
a subject discipline by providing a clear overview 
of key themes and concepts. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.yardleys-vle.com/course/view.php?id=1095
https://www.yardleys-vle.com/course/view.php?id=1095
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